Hurray To Atlanta 2008
By Oseloka Obaze

For CKC-AAA, every year brings forth an added impetus to our ideals and mission. On reflection, the 2008 Convention in Atlanta proved to be exceptionally so. Hurray to the Atlanta LOC for the big show and a job well done against all odds. Congrats folks and kudos to the LOC bunch – Messrs Ejike, Ehirim, Ozoh, Azih, Okafor, Ozobia, Anaeki, et al. You made CKC Onitsha 75th Anniversary worth our while!
Furthermore, we reached a new threshold in alumni participation and attendance of an annual convention; 47 in all.  The "Bring a Friend" concept paid off handsomely. In addition, the presence of H.E. Gov. Peter Obi and Mrs. Oby Ezekwesili and Consul-General Chudi Okafor graced our event all the more.  As an old friend from Government College Umuahia asked me: “After pulling in two high value speakers for a single event, what will you folks do to top it?”  Well, Chicago 2009 will provide the answer. 

Before the flourish, let me dispense with the substantive stuff.  Both Ms. Ezekwesili and Gov. Peter Obi spoke from the heart and indeed, spoke power to the truth and to the mission of CKC-AAA.  Both spoke about character, integrity and of course, about pride and ownership. In essence, they charged us, not just to think of the CKC structures alone, but also of the mindset that will help us change Nigeria by changing the CKC and returning it to its old glory. (See their addresses on the web).
And talking about new thresholds, I am glad democracy works. When Eugene Agbimson floated the idea of Friday night reception, some of us balked.  I know I did.  After much debate, we gave in. And boy, am I glad that we did?   The reception added a new and unknown dimension and gravitas to the convention. Thanks Agbimson for the Friday night gig; thanks for your stubborn persistence. The wives got their recompense for the dearth of dancing in Boston in 2007.  The reception was awesome! It added to the conviviality and overall convention ambience. Larry did the James Brown boogaloo and we all did the Top 21 Jump, when Wrinkar Experience rented the air with nostalgic Fuel For Love. We also discovered Emma Onua’s hidden talent and dexterity as a DJ.  Well, Chicago, take note. 
Efficient time management is the essence of productivity.  This year’s convention was productive. Despite staying up late, most of us made the convention mass at 9.00 a.m.  It was nice that family members –wives, kids and moms -- came along.  Morning mass has always been a CKC thing, and it felt well and good to pray and sing together like old times. We thank Fr. John Paul Ezeonyido, for his embalming and soothing homily.  His anecdotes will stay with us.  Thanks JP!
Still on time; Emma Onua, (now Mr. President) did well in chaperoning the plenary as well as the banquet.  Perhaps, the fact that the convention docs went out before hand helped.  The convention plenary discussions were animated and the debate, often quite intense.  Yet, for the first time in many years we did not rush to a close.  By consensus, we closed sufficiently early and with enough time to go to the Ozoh’s for a sumptuous lunch and unwind before the evening gig. But we did take care of business as can be seen from the decisions taken. We approved N2..5 million for new projects; and then debated the quality of academics and exam results at CKC. And also how to get our school blazers! 
To the 2008 CKC-AAA Exceptional Service Award (ESA) winners Prof. Cyril Enwonwu (MD), Emeka Cyprian Uzoh (CA) and Douglas Okafor (NJ) we say bravo and Primus.  You have all earned it.  You join the CKC-AAA diehards – those who do not ask why, but ask why not for CKC? May your goodness, discipline, knowledge and dedication to service continue to rub off on others! 
To former President Prof. NT Izuchi, we say many thanks for your leadership over the past four years. We also salute former First Lady, Ify Izuchi, for giving us the space and giving you the support to lead us, despite your many other pressing commitment.  To our new leaders, President Emma Onua and Vice President Ehirim, the batons are now in your hands.  Congrats, be assured of our loyalty and unalloyed support. We expect you folks to take us boldly to the next stage. Remember those words by Oby Ezekwesili; “….those who hold the school, hold the country, hold its religion, hold its future.” That’s us under your able leadership.  I see CKC-AAA as an experiment with infinite possibilities.
To First Lady Ifey Onua, well, expect us to call and intrude, but be assured that we will do so with CKC finesse. And to indefatigable Monya Maxwell Ehirim—thanks for being you and being there and hands-on. To the CKC spouses, who were there, mine included, please be assured that we never take your love and support for granted. President Onua said it all and best: “our thanks to you for letting us do what we do for ourselves and our school.” 
If there was one way Atlanta 2008 proved different, it was in the missing faces and new ones. Fate made Fidelis Atuegbu to be absent.  But we knew he was with us in spirit. We missed also Profs. Alex Acholonu and Cyril Enwonwu, Eddyfunn Ikemefuna, Dom Ezeani, Jerry Ogbudimkpa, Fr. Ugo Arinze, Okay Machie, John Dureke, Nnamdi Offor, Obi Ene, Ugo Anakwenze  and Cyprian Uzoh. 
For new convention comers, Messrs Walter Ifeadike, Felix Ezejiofo, Valentine Chikwendu, Chike Aniukwu, Vincent Onyebuchi, Gab Obiadi, Chuks Onyejekwe, Tagbo Ekwonu, Jude Nwokenkwo, Ichie Okeke Okoye, Francis Nwankwo, Victor Mbanefo, Prof. Ezenekwe, et al.  Welcome and stay the course. We also thank our brothers from Nigeria, Gab Idigo, Hon. Eze Echesi and Chief Ben Obi. You all ably supported H.E. Gov Peter Obi.  To our Government College Umuahia friends-- May you shine as one!
Needless to say that we are grateful to the old reliable and redoubtables: NT Izuchi, Dr. Imma Uketui, Dr. Clement Nduka, Charles Okoye, Okay Ofomata, Emma Onua, Francis Asokwu Sea, Eugene Agbimson, Chris Ayika and Larry Ozoh --the last man standing who has been to all convention since 1997. We look forward to your continued participation.  We are grateful for your determination to keep alive the CKC flame and fame. For yours truly, CKC is a passion and it is an honor to serve!
Finally, besides the convention camaraderie, which is priceless, we did not forget to focus on our mission to raise the much needed funds. The generosity of our fellow alumni and guests illuminated the banquet hall. Fat checks mingled with cold modesty – it was all an embracing CKC gravitas to behold. As the old school song chimes; 
CKC Are We, 

Our Honor Is Our Glory , 

Fearless And Bold,

Whatever The Danger May Be, 

Onward We Go To Flinch Or Falter Never, 

CKC Forever Our Blue And White Forever!

May the Fame of Our College Last Forever? Onto Chicago in July 2009.  Primus!
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