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Most Rev. Valerian M. Okeke 

The Archbishop of the Metropolitan Archdiocese of Onitsha

2009 Convention Alumni Keynote Speaker 

His Grace Archbishop Valerian M. Okeke, (CKC Class of ’73), was consecrated coadjutor Archbishop at Onitsha on 9 February 2002 by then Apostolic Nuncio, Archbishop Osvaldo Padilla. He took over the metropolitan see of Onitsha on 1 September 2003. 

Prior to his elevation to   Co-adjutor Archbishop, he taught Moral Theology and Ethics at Bigard Memorial Seminary Enugu from 1991 to 1996. He was the Rector of the Seminary from 1996 to 2002. 

Born on 20 October 1953, Archbishop Valerian M. Okeke was educated at St. Anthony's Catholic School, Umudioka, and St. Gabriel's Catholic School, Ifitedunu (1959-1966). For his Secondary Education, he attended the famous Christ the King College, Onitsha (1967). The civil war in Nigeria (1967-1970) briefly interrupted his education. 

Inspired by then Monsignor Emmanuel Otteh (now Bishop of Issele-Uku) he became interested in becoming a Priest. Consequently, he entered All Hallows' Seminary, Onitsha (1970-1973) and completed at Colliery Comprehensive Secondary School, Enugu (1974). For his post Secondary Education, he undertook Philosophical Studies (1975-1977) and Theological Studies (1977-1981), at Bigard Memorial Seminary Enugu and Ikot Ekpene respectively.

 
Most Rev. (now Cardinal) Francis Arinze, then Archbishop of Onitsha ordained him a priest on 11 July1981. He served as Assistant Priest of Holy Trinity Cathedral, Onitsha (1981- 1982), and Parish Priest of Umuoji (1983-1986).


Archbishop Valerian M. Okeke undertook further Studies on Moral Theology at Alfonsianum, in Rome from 1986 to 1991). He holds a doctorate degree in Moral Theology.
