Reflection 2

CKC-AAA 2005 Convention - The Final Take

Postmortem On What Went Right, What Didn’t And Where We Go From Here.

By Eugene Agbimson

With the convention behind us, how do we proceed to maximize the impact and success of this epoch making event. Some have described it as a social equivalent of the overwhelming military, “Shock and Awe”, some say marvelous performance, super successful and classy, Amaka at its best, etc. Whatever your take, it was one of a kind spectacular show despite a few glitches, including the initial inability of the podium light to function, that rendered my opening address less than stellar, our inability to fully exploit the crowd for “on the floor” fund raising and the convention journal’s hurried and poorly finished end product.
Surprisingly, the event have generated so much good feeling, goodwill and expectation that we can now move forward in a very positive and dynamic fashion and not rest on our oars. It is not uncommon for chapters to become dormant, if not almost disintegrate after a convention. To the contrary we in New York and New Jersey in particular have a unique opportunity to build on our new lease on life. 

The following are distinct possibilities:
1) Mobilize and galvanize our membership especially the vast numbers standing on the fence.

2) Establish an annual or biennial fund raising banquet most likely in the fall in New York.

3) Continue to personally solicit and raise funds and other resources for the noble cause of CKC from potential individuals, foundations and corporate donors.

4) New York and New Jersey membership should meet independently and more frequently, since the distance (at times more than 100 miles of one way travel) is often cited as excuse for the dismal attendance, given the fact that most people only have the weekend to catch up to their families and other non-work demands. 

I strongly believe that a well planned, orchestrated and executed event could yield the equivalent of N5,000,000 (five million Naira) in one or two years/events from this chapter to complement the National five year x25,000,000 Naira plan established in 1999 and currently extended and ongoing.

Although, the financial outcome of our convention may not be as high as it should have been, nonetheless, it was spectacular by previous convention standards, given the fact, that only a handful of members actually put the entire event together.

More importantly, I believe we succeeded in raising CKC profile including the plight and needs of the school to both US and Nigerian audience.

Provided an appropriate forum for people like Professors Chinua Achebe, Ibrahim Gambari and of course our alumnus keynote speaker Chief Chike Ofodile to address us and also express their views on topics of their choosing to the general public. Raised funds for CKC rehabilitation and improvement. Treated guests to cultural and literary performances. Books and poems by Chinua Achebe and W.C. Handy were exhibited and sold. The famous Onitsha indigenes cultural dance group graced the occasion with their unique tantalizing and invigorating native beat and dance. (Also thanks to the Onowu’s mesmerizing dance performance)

From calls I have received, our fellow alumni who hitherto have not shown much interest, appear to be giving second thought to joining their brethren in this worthwhile cause.

Finally, to all the core chapter members who gave us so much of their time and talents to make our dream a reality, especially Oseloka Obaze, Francis Asokwu Sea, Obi Ene, Eboh Okorie and Douglas Okafor, I cannot say enough thanks. 

Our chapter meeting is being scheduled for Saturday, August 20, 2005 at my residence at 3:00 p.m. for post convention deliberations and preliminary financial report. Our National President, Professor N.T. Izuchi who has been so supportive of our efforts is invited to attend.

For the benefit and entertainment of our members who were not at the convention, some of the articles featured in the convention journal are attached. Dr. Kingsley Nwosu, please post the articles on our website.

Folks, it’s a new day.  Primus and UP CKC!!!

