The 2004 Washington DC Convention
A Profile in Diligence
The just concluded 2004 CKC-AAA Convention hosted by the Washington DC Maryland and Virginia Chapter was truly a profile in diligence.  I feel quite competent in saying so having been part of very CKC-AAA Convention since 1998.  The DC/MD/VA Team under the able leadership of Okey Ezeani and John Dureke proved beyond doubt, that those committed to a cause could easily move mountains to attain their objectives.  While certainly not their aim, they put to shame those CKC Onitsha alumni, who have found one way or another to come up with excuses why they are not involved in the CKC revitalization process.   

It will certainly serve no use to harp on the details of what could have been, had more people been involved.  What needs stressing here, is that even in their absence those who chose to take a hands-on approach did exactly that and easily, it seemed, made the 2004 CKC-AAA Convention the success that it was.  For that, I doff my heart for Okey Ezeani, John Dureke, Ben Akanegbu, Victor Mbanefo, Fabian Eluma, Collins Ejiofor, Tony Iwobi and others.  One will be remiss not to also recognize the contribution of the CKC old girls – the wives – most notably, Margaret Dureke, who along with Larry Ozoh superbly guided the evening fundraising banquet. 
As far as substance goes, Prof. Alexander D.W. Acholonu, OON, the lone speaker at the convention and banquet was splendid. His speech titled “CKC Onitsha: The Past, The Present and The Future, which was coupled with a PowerPoint presentation and a video showing of his recent visit to CKC, was quite a change.  It was reminiscent of the 1999 LA Convention.  It also offered those present an insight into what CKC-AAA has achieved and what needed to be done. In the end, while commending what CKC-AAA had been able to achieve and exhorting the association to do more, he announced a donation of N500,000.00 towards the rehabilitation of the school’s biology lab. 

The 2004 Convention also marked a partial change of guards and smooth handover of the baton. From the execution session on Friday 16 July evening, the trio of Dominic Ezeani, Jerry Ogbudimkpa and Eddyfunn Ikemefuna had made it clear (just as they did in Chicago in 2000) that as desirable as leadership change might be, they as “seniors” would not support a wholesale change of CKC-AAA leadership. They stressed the need for continuity and indeed campaigned to return the officers unopposed on the account that the incumbent executives were doing a good job.  When Innocent “Stagger Lee” Nwokeji called in to give his support, it seemed the well choreographed plan had been sealed. In the end,  even though there were very transparent elections, only the President and the Vice President’s positions were altered, and so only after the passionate plea by President Fidelis Atuegbu about a need to bring in a new leadership and the fact that he would remain on the cabinet in an ex-officio capacity.   Atuegbu had made an equally eloquent pitch in his valedictory message which appeared in The Amaka Gazette.   
Prof. NT Izuchi and Mr. Ben Ehirim were thus elected to the two top spots and would lead CKC-AAA for the next two years.  Both men, incidentally, have good leadership track records and would therefore comfortably fit into the big shoes of Fidelis Atuegbu end Emma Onua, who had until now offered superlative service to CKC-AAA by their show of commitment. All the other officers were returned to their positions almost all unopposed.  Rev. Fr. Ugo Arinze, who was also appointed the Chaplain, is a CKC-AAA enthusiast who will surely bring an added spiritual lift to our collective undertakings.
The Adoption of The Washington DC Follow-Up Plan of Action was also most propitious. The Plan, which is and extension of the 1999 Los Angles Plan of Action will guide the association’s work from now to 2008, when CKC Onitsha will celebrate its 75th Anniversary.  Notable among the decisions taken at the convention was the approval of N2.5 million for revitalization projects in 2005 and the designation of the convention venues for the next four years as New York/New Jersey area in 2005, Massachusetts/New England area in 2006; California in 2007 and Onitsha, Nigeria in 2008 during the Seventy-Fifth Anniversary of CKC Onitsha.  Such a long-term road map was aimed at facilitating the planning and broad attendance of future CKC-AAA conventions. Holding the 2008 Convention at Onitsha would help CKC-AAA members to interface with those at home and bring to fruition the proposal that was first made at the 1998 Convention by Professor Ekwueme Okoli  and what Emma Onua recently referred to as showing  “where our beginnings are, and where our effort has been transformed into concrete and steel.” Now there is time for everyone to prepare for future conventions. 

As has become the norm, every convention now seems to throw up the presence of someone closely related to CKC Onitsha. This year was no difference.   We had in our midst several eminent old boys. They included Prof. Alex Acholonu the keynote speaker, Professor Cyril Enwonwu and Engineer John-Joe Mezie Okoye who came all the way from Port Harcourt Nigeria.  John-Joe, as we may recall, was for many years the scout master at CKC and helped in no small way of grooming and preparing many boys to become gentlemen and for the journey through life.  Another old hand from the sixties was Dr. Fabian Eluma of the DC/MD/VA chapter. Dom “Hugo Harris” Ezeani however stole the show when he produced several CKC photos from the sixties and seventies.  Talk about nostalgia!
If anything was disheartening about the 2004 convention, it was the absence of those CKC alumni who though within a driving distance from Maryland still did not attend the convention.  I am almost tempted to call names. But there were several, new, enthusiastic and ebullient faces at hand.  We did of course miss some old hands, including,  Dr. Imma Uketui, Charles Okoye,  Chris Ayika,  Nonso Emechetta, Tony Machie, Chris Inoma and Dr. Clement Nduka to mention but a few.  
In the absence of Emma Onua and Chris Ayika the third member of the Moderator trio Mr. Obi Ene guided the events well and for the third year running we were able to conclude our deliberations in a timely manner.   One of the highlights of the Convention was the recognition of the winners of the 2004 CKC-AAA Exceptional Award, Mr.  Eddyfunn IKEMEFUNA, Mr. Innocent NWOKEJI, Mr. John DUREKE, Mr. Anthony MACHIE and Mr. Ben EHIRIM.  The value of this award is that it comes primarily from one’s peers and is based on the service of the recipients to CKC-AAA and CKC. 
Least I give the impression that everything was perfect, this is not so. While not casting blame, a few attendees remarked that future conventions of CKC-AAA should be held in at least a four star hotel.  This is a point well made and noted, but we must always take into account local conditions, efforts by the host LOCs to reduce overhead costs and keep in mind that aside from making important decisions, CKC-AAA conventions serve as means for raising funds.  All said, we will continue to endeavor to keep our profile and standards high. 
Those who continue to stay out the CKC-AAA family may not realize what they are missing.   We hope that someday something will happen that will tweak and revive their appreciation for CKC-AAA and the values for which it stands. CKC-AAA is also about old boys networking and not just about giving. You stand to gain a lot. But you have to be involved to experience the joy of being part of the family. See you all around the Big Apple in 2005. PRIMUS!








Oseloka Obaze, 19 July 2004 
