Reflection

Boston 2007: Painful, Instructive, Yet Productive in some ways…
Oseloka Obaze
What was supposedly meant to be celebratory of CKC-AAA’s “one decade of service” to our alma mater nearly turned into a droll and bemoaning session. Understandably, deep concerns were expressed about the fate of the association. The lackluster participation, which I had anticipated was manifest in threefold.  The 2007 Boston Convention (20-22 July) was painful, instructive and yet productive in some ways. 

Boston was painful since some of the movers; those who have always done the heavy lifting were noticeably absent. These included national and chapters executives and committee chairmen. Missing in action were, Okoye, Ofomata, Ehirim, Onua, Ene, Ayika, Ikemefuna, Sea, Acholonu, Enwonwu, Uzoh, Nduka, Arinze, Machie, the Ezeanis and others.  Their collective absence this year, as if by design, was palpable. I need not say more. I had felt the extremely weak pre-convention pulse and said so severally.  Eugene Agbimson thought I was being alarmist. But the reality in Boston proved my point and concern.  
The pain of the depressing attendance was most felt at the chapters’ representational level. The headcount was as follows:  California, 2; Connecticut, 0; Georgia, 1; Illinois, 1; New England 13; New Jersey, 1; New York 2; Texas, 0; and Washington DC MD/VA, 0. To say that the overall showing was dismal, would be understating the fact.  The reasons for such showing are even much less obvious. Inertia, perhaps!

Perhaps, some felt that the folks in Boston (New England) needed to be taught a lesson in the essence of collaborative effort. Clearly, since the Chapter hosted the 2001 convention, not one single member, except for NT Izuchi and Fr. Jude Onuchukwu had ventured out to attend a convention elsewhere or send a goodwill message. Hence, it seemed the message was; if you folks don’t travel to support others, then don’t expect support from other chapters.  It should be obvious and I hope it was to our New England colleagues, that reciprocity is a two way street. Without meaning to bash the Host Chapter, the tendency toward insularity is not easily understandable; certainly, not when they have proven proactive personalities, like Charles Belonwu, Nnamdi Onubogu, Eke Okeke, Eugene Owunaka and Chuba Bonney Chibueze within their ranks.  “Akwa Stagger” Emeka Nwokeji, despite his situation remains a motivational stalwart.  

Perhaps, as IG Nwanekezi had pointed out, New England Chapter has a unique problem being that a large part of its membership is comprised of Onitsha indigenes, but they are hardly involved. Indeed, not one showed up for the Executive and Plenary Sessions, but at least three showed up for the banquet. This presents a paradox. Evidently, some non-Onitsha indigenes in the Boston area are no longer active in CKC-AAA on the grounds that the Onitsha indigenes on whose home the school was situated were not sufficiently engaged. This is an ironical paradox, in that those of us who support the revitalization of CKC do so, mindful of the fact that our parents sent us to Onitsha despite the secondary schools in our respective communities, be it in Allor, Adazi, Ihiala, Afikpo, Calabar, Lagos, Benin, Enugu or Katsina. So in essence, we do what we do for ourselves and for posterity, not necessarily for others. After all, many are called but few are chosen!
From my first hand experience in being involved in the planning of all CKC-AAA conventions since 1998, I can say with certainty from my distant interaction with them; Charles Belonwu and Nnamdi Onubuogu undeniably lifted beyond their weight to get things on the roll. I am sure others chipped in too. But one fact is obvious and I hope the Boston folks will see it as constructive criticism and a point for lessons learned; because they have not been actively involved in past conventions, they are unaware of how some issues are handled. Fact 1; we lost ample valuable time over lunch. While we are exceedingly grateful for the sumptuous lunch provided by the Belonwu’s we could have easily settled for a working lunch of pizza and soda. Fact 2; Dr. Uketui’s novel and on-the-floor proposal to have anyone who paid $1,000 over twelve months made a life member without further obligation to pay annual dues received broad support, but without due consideration of its impact on the bylaws and the dearth of membership that we have now.  Only two people, Charles Belonwu and I opposed it on grounds of principle. But it should have been clear that those who had not paid up their $500 in assessed EFund contributions, or their annual dues, which since 1997 had amounted to $500, would not rush to pay $1,000.  Well intended as the proposal was, with the aim being to raise a huge sum using the School’s 2008 Diamond Jubilee as the trigger, it begged the question and realities on the ground. 
Fact 3; Despite Fidelis Atuegbu’s dexterous management of the plenary session, we lost time in the evening. Lateness in beginning the banquet meant rushing everything and almost risking not raising the desired funds. Traditionally, “haste makes waste” – and we almost became victims!  Indeed, the fundraising process would have been a disaster due to shortness of time, but for the deft handling of the situation by MC’s Larry Ozoh and Jerry Nwosu (a non alumnus).  Thankfully, I am informed that some CKC-AAA members who did not show up did send in their checks.  Another issue that has become critical is the engagement of the CKC-AAA leadership.  The point was made severally, but need not be flogged ad nauseam.  The time has come for other CKC-AAA members to step up to the plate. If not, we risk becoming victim of our success. This should be instructive!
All said, Boston 2007 still made productive strides. There are, I hope, lessons learned from it by all.  First, we approved additional N2.3 million for CKC in 2008 and agreed to release the N3 million approved for 2007 for the Diamond Jubilee Gate. Also the Convention took a bold move in deciding not to approve the Exceptional Service Award on the grounds that no one had met the award criteria in 2007. The message is that those who wish to be so recognized must become activist.  Second, being engaged locally is good but being involved nationally is even better.  Third, while striving to raise the much needed funds for CKC-AAA is advisable, planning and coordination that is seamless, will never happen in a vacuum. Emma Onua’s reflection on the 2005 New Jersey Convention is vastly pertinent here (See The Amaka Gazette Vol. 7 or www.ckconitsha.net). Bostonians who came out to support CKC-AAA might have felt cheated. They, mingled, eat, listened to two splendid speeches by keynote speakers, Prof. Pat Utomi and Chief Chike Momah, gave generously and were sent home without being given time to dance. (Naturally, they were part of the problem having mostly arrived late for the event.) It needs to be said that Prof. Pat Utomi and Chief Chike Momah spoke eloquently from the heart and gave renditions that struck notes that resonated with CKC-AAA members and their guests. 

One thing that was not missing throughout the convention was the usual Amaka conviviality, which with apologies to “Alacrity” Onua, is really why we rally every year. Francis Asokwu Sea calling in from Nairobi and Eddyfunn Ikemefuna and Stan Ofomata being able to speak to the plenary session during lunch from California counted for something.  Similarly, more out of state spouses - Mrs. Uche Agbimson, Mrs. Ngozi Uketui, Mrs. Chinwe Offor and Mrs. Ofunne Obaze- showed up for this year’s convention. Spouses of the Boston LOC members were also out in full force: Mrs. Izuchi, Mrs. Nwokeji, Mrs. Belonwu, Mrs. Onubugo, Mrs. Okeke, Mrs. Nwanekezi, and Mrs. Onwunaka, et al.  Mrs. Ethel “Arunne” Momah was also there beside her husband. We thank them all for being so supportive and allowing us the space to do what we do for our dear old school. 
Finally, Rev. Fr. Jude Onuchukwu may have said it all when he called CKC-AAA “a ministry of salvation” set up “to do good and assist posterity”. Nothing else needs to be said about our Association’s mission except to observe that the notion ties in very well with “Pride and Ownership,  the theme the 2007 Boston convention proposed for the CKC Onitsha Diamond Jubilee in 2008.  Despite the gloomy bent of this reflection, the positives bound to come out of it makes its worthwhile. We are extremely thankful to our CKC-AAA brothers in Boston for their hospitability. All roads lead to Onitsha in 2008!  Primus! 
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