“TO WHOM MUCH IS GIVEN”: A CKC-AAA 2005 Convention post-mortem

By Emma Onua

This convention (Woodbridge, NJ) stands out in many respects from all others that we have had since CKC-AAA was founded several years ago. In my book, it should have been titled “To Whom SHOCK is given…”. The first shock came from the number of meetings the LOC scheduled and actually conducted in the final weeks leading up to the convention. They appeared to have actually understood the enormity of the task ahead of them, and they set about getting things done right. And boy, did they get it right! Indeed, most of the LOC members were lodged at the same hotel venue, for easier access to our guests, and I suspect for logistic reasons too. Bravo to the LOC for an excellent event.

The next cause for shock came at the Iselin, NJ residence of Mr and Mrs. Oseloka Obaze, who emulated the story in Things Fall Apart, where guests at a feast could only see across the mountain of food after several days of active consumption. Where they got the idea that there would be an army of hungry Amaka Boys still beats me. But it was indeed a feast fit for kings.

The convention Banquet itself should have borrowed the title “A Gathering of Heroes” from a movie we saw in the seventies (yes, we snuck out of school to see it at Central cinemas, but it is now too late for us to be punished for that, ha! ha!!). How else can we describe the presence of an Ambassador and UN Under-Secretary-General  (Prof. Gambari), an eminent alumnus, the Onowu of Onitsha and a former Attorney-General of Nigeria (Chief Chike Ofodile, SAN), the world’s foremost author on African literature (Prof. Chinua Achebe), a distinguished scholar and educator (Prof. Acholonu, FAS, OON), Prof. Mike Mbabuike, another eminent CKC Onitsha alumnus and the Mayor of the city of Woodbridge, Hon. Frank Pelzman. Indeed, the weight of the personalities on Table 1 prompted the hotel staff to reinforce the very foundation of the Hilton Woodbridge Hotel mid-way through the event, lest the might and weight of their accomplishments bring down the hotel walls. What an evening! The task of navigating the evening affair, which fell (with Alacrity) on yours truly was made much easier by the humility of the special guests, the general convivial atmosphere and of course the ground work done by the NJ/NY/CT folks. 

Chief Ofodile’s keynote address, titled “Ruminations on Discipline” was seminal in the context of CKC and Nigeria. Prof. Gambari’s speech titled, “Reinvesting in the Future of Nigeria: The Role of Nigerian’s In the Diaspora” could well be catalytic. One only needs s to read both speeches to get a feel of what an electrifying evening we had in Woodbridge, NJ. The texts have been posted on the CKC website for non-attending members and posterity. Prof. Chinua Achebe toast of CKC Onitsha was simply elating, as it was magnanimous. The presence of his fellow Government College Umuahia alumni, Chief Chike Momah, Dr. Ferdinand Ofodile, Prof. Ike Ukeje, et. al., most of them in their flaming red blazers, was a great show of solidarity. As has become the norm, DMGS sent in some representatives led by Prof. Bertram Okpokwasili.  Gladly, LOC Chairman Eugene Agbimson, CKC-AAA President NT Izuchi, and even the keynote speaker, Prof. Gambari, acknowledged the presence of the alumni of these great schools.

Prior to the banquet, CKC-AAA members were treated to the usual Convention Mass by the Spiritual Director, Fr. Ugo Paul Arinze, assisted by Fr. Jude Onuchukwu. Together, they set the stage for what was yet to come. Although the deliberations started in earnest somewhat later than anticipated, it was effectively moderated with clinical dexterity by former president Fidelis Atuegbu, who was on top of issues. The session was attended by the “usual suspects”, including Fidelis Atuegbu (CA), Ugo Arinze, Imma Uketui, Charles Okoye and Emma Onua (IL/WI/KS), Eugene Agbimson, Obi Ene, Douglas Okafor, F. Asokwu-Sea and Oseloka Obaze, Chuma Ozowalu (NY/NJ/CT), Ben Ehirim and Larry Ozoh (GA), Tony Machie (TX), Prof. Acholonu (MS). Cyprain Uzoh (CA) and Cyril Nwako (NY/NJ/CT) joined the meeting later in the day. Surprisingly many more CKC Alumni, (Okey Ezeani, John Dureke, Ben Akanegbu etc.) showed up for the banquet than for the plenary session, thus pushing up the formal number of attendees. Notable absences this year, were Chris Ayika, Chris Inoma, EddyFunn Ikemefuna, Jerry Ogbudimkpa, Kingsley Nwosu and of course the one and only “Oye” Stan Ofomata. Nonetheless, strategic and functional decisions were taken at the plenary session, and I’m sure that details will be made available to members in a formal document later.

As is customary, we honored those who have given back through their service to CKC-AAA and the old school, with the 2005 CKC-AAA Exceptional Service Award (ESA). The 2005 winners were:

· Dr. Ben Akanegbu (MD)

· Mr. Boniface Chibueze (MA)

· Mr. Obi Ene (NJ/NY/CT)

· Rev. Ugo Paul Arinze (WI)

· Dr. Chris Moumah (GA)

· Mr. Oseloka Abadom (TX) 

All in all, it was a well-attended convention. 

My assessment of the entire experience can be summed up as follows:

1) If any chapter desires to host a hitch-free convention, start early, and do not overlook any possible detail. NY/NJ/CT took care of everything, and then some! We went, we saw, we agreed.

2) For fund-raising purposes, we do not need to have a ballroom full of “bodies”, but a room filled with relevant bodies. It is noteworthy that our guests bought advertisement pages, paid the dinner fee, and made substantial donations in addition. Thanks to the NY/NJ/CT LOC again for selecting the appropriate guests for the evening.

3) If an LOC cannot get guests of the caliber that NY/NJ/CT got, do not worry: We always have our very own Prof. Acholonu as well as others whose very accomplishments put them on equal footing as the NY/NJ/CT guests.  If all fails, lean on Obaze to pull his UN strings.

4) Do not hope for a hitch-free event. After all arrangements have been made, sit back and let things take their natural course. Getting steamed at last-minute disappointments detracts, rather than add value to your efforts. We can always do better next time, but we should always be grateful for the things that are presently working out in our favor.

In summary, I do hope that every attendee has reached home safely, and that we all met our families in good shape. This is gradually becoming an event that helps us forge deeper personal relationships.

All roads now lead to San Francisco, Californian in July 2006. Plan to be there. 

Like Shakespeare once said, “there is a tide in the affairs of men which, if taken at the flood, leads unto fortune”… Let us continue to take the necessary steps to give back whatever we can to our alma mater, while at the same time, rediscovering the joys we shared as young lads in those days. We cannot ask for a better opportunity to be “Big Brothers” to the present generation. Our reward is incalculable. 

Primus!
