Alex Acholonu’s Recount of CKC Diamond Jubilee 2008

CKC, Onitsha - Memories are made of Thee
By Alex D. Wozuzu Acholonu, Ph.D., FNSP, FAS, OON

	
When I was invited to give the keynote speech during the 2004 CKC-AAA Convention that took place in Washington D.C.,  I chose my topic to be: “Christ the King College Onitsha: The past, the present, and the future”.  Before the convention that took place in July 16th-18th, I visited my alma mater two times to see the present for myself.  The speech which I delivered ended thus: “My fellow CKC Alumni in America, in conclusion, I visited our alma mater two times in the month of May 2004.  I saw the good (which were few), the bad (which were several), and the ugly (which were galore).  Napoleon Bonaparte once said; Veni, Vidi, Vici- I came, I saw, I conquered.  For me I say: I came to CKC, I saw CKC but have yet to conquer.  The conquering will be done if and when you and I resuscitate the College, if and when we put it on a springboard from which to shoot to greater heights.”
I had the opportunity to see the campus again in November 2008 during the 75th Anniversary of its inception (1933-2008), the Diamond Jubilee.  This is a span of 4 years and 7months.  What an ocean of difference between what I saw in May 2004 and what I saw in Nov. 2008! I noticed remarkable breath-taking improvements. That so much was accomplished in so short a time, relatively speaking, is amazing.  
What I Saw and/or Experienced: The eve of the Celebration (Friday, Nov. 28, 2008) 
On arriving in Nigeria on the 27th, I traveled to my home Awaka, Owerri North Local Government Area (LGA), Imo State. The next morning (Friday 28th), Prof. Adolphus Njoku (class of 57, of Imo State University (Rtd.), now an attorney) and I drove to Onitsha and got there in the morning hours and joined the other delegates (Prof. N.T. Izuchi and Mr. Oseloka Obaze). I was greeted by an imposing dignifying gate (Fig.1) quite different from the ugly depressing one I saw in 2004 and with the walls demarcating the campus from the street and connected to both sides of the gate, freshly painted. The outside was very inviting! I became very elated and more proud of my alma mater.  (I owe a debt of gratitude to my fellow CKC-AAA members who accepted my suggestion that we give the College gate a face lift).  We drove into the campus and noticed the din and bustle in the compound. Students were doing different things including minor repairs to beautify the campus for the Diamond Jubilee Celebration of the next day.  The round-about housing the imposing statue of Archbishop Charles Heerey (CCSP) the founder of CKC was painted with the College colors- white and blue and with a sign welcoming the CKC Old Boys 
(Fig. 2) 

Several buildings in the campus were also painted including Peter Odili Hall- the center of activity.  Block E, which was far from being completed when I saw it in 2004, was seen completed and painted.   This was accomplished, with input from Enugu Branch of CKC Old Boys Association (major contributors), PTA CKC-AAA and Lagos Branch as we were informed and affirmed by our Hon. Secretary, and delegate, Mr. Oseloka Obaze. As was mentioned by the Hon. Secretary, in the report he prepared on behalf of the delegates, the planned trip to Awka to meet with the Governor, Peter Obi, did not materialize.  So we stayed on the campus and engaged in various activities which included the following: 
1. We supervised the installation of the two CKC-AAA plaques we brought with us from the U.S.  One was installed at the College gate on the outer wall of the security building where passers-by can see it and the other one was installed on Block D wall in close proximity to the Peter Odili plaque already there  (Fig. 3 & 4).  Both were covered for unveiling on the Celebration day.
2. The CKC-AAA Diamond Jubilee (DJC) Banner was displayed on the wall near the podium in Peter Odili Hall.
 3. The Hon. Secretary and delegates handed over the 1000 lapel pins produced by CKC-AAA for the Diamond Jubilee celebration to Dr. Charles Anyaeji.  
4. An interactive session between CKC-AAA delegation and the students was conducted.  This gave an opportunity to each of us to exhort or admonish the students (Fig 5 and 6). It was quite an experience, a very impressive interaction opened with the singing of the CKC anthem.   After this, the College Principal, Chief A.E. Obika entertained us in his office.  We next visited some of the College facilities before retiring to be ready for the august day- the Diamond Jubilee Celebration of next day.                  

The Celebration Day, (Saturday, Nov. 29, 2008)
This was a remarkable day, a red letter day, a day that will remain as fresh as the morning dew in my memory.  It offered me an invaluable opportunity to network, to mix and mingle with fellow Old Boys of various classes ranging from those who finished in the 30s to those who finished in 2007.  It was a pleasure and very fulfilling to see Prof. Joseph Chike Edozien, the Chairman of the Occasion, the former Chairman of the Governing Council of the Nigerian Institute of Medical Research (NIMR) during the time I was at the College of Medicine, University of Lagos (CMUL & LUTH), now His Royal Highness Asagba of Asaba, and take a picture with him.  The next person that I was pleased to see was Chief Chike Ofodile(SAN), Onowu(Traditional Prime Minister ) of Onitsha that I saw during the 2005 Convention  at Woodbridge, NJ where he was the keynote speaker. Others were: Rev.  Fr. N.C. Tagbo, the first indigenous   Principal of CKC, Chief Nzemeka Olisah, a former Principal and predecessor of Chief A.E. Obika, the current Principal, and a host of other distinguished Old Boys. Surprisingly Old Boys of my set (1948 – 1952) were either unnoticeable, rare or absent! I saw more Old Boys I know in the Class of 1950, 1951, and 1953. 

The atmosphere on this celebration day was charged and people were moving back and forth in different directions and some were busy buying souvenirs of different kinds made available to Old Boys and their accompanying guests.  As narrated by the Hon. Secretary, planting of the two Diamond Jubilee Trees by Monsignor Aghaizu and Fr. Tagbo took place.  Speeches were made in the Odili Hall, by the two keynote speakers, Prof. Pat Utomi and Prof. Linus Ajabor(Class of 1951).  The unveiling of the two CKC-AAA plaques installed the previous day and covered, was conducted by the Chairman of the Occasion and Governor Peter Obi’s representative.  The E Block was formerly handed over to the College by the Enugu Branch.

As far as I am concerned, the climax of the celebration was the memorable Diamond Jubilee Meritorious Awards presentations.   The CKC-AAA recipients were my humble self (Class of 52) (Fig. 7),  Prof. Cyril Enwonwu(Class of 53),  Mr. Cyprian  Emeka Uzoh(Class of 71),  Mr. Oseloka Obaze(Class of 73),  Mr. Fidelis Atuegbu(Class of 74), and Mr. Larry Ozoh(Class of 76) (Fig.8). The impressive 75th Anniversary Celebration Brochure which contains the profile of awardees, pictures of many distinguished Old Boys and a wealth of invaluable information, will remain a precious gold or rather “Diamond” to me. 

A Short Episode
After the activities of the eve of the celebration on campus, I went with Prof. Adolphus Njoku to see the Dennis Memorial Grammar School (DMGS) - our archrivals and Queen of the Rosary College (QRC) our sister institution, (where our chums, our staunch supporters during home games were seen outside having an assembly) to assess their conditions and contrast them with our alma mater.   When we got to DMGS, I noticed some improvement but not enough to rival the ones at our College. The red brick buildings were and are still there.  But the most striking and surprising thing was a prominent display seen as soon as one gets into the gate of the campus with the inscription: “This is DMGS, The Best Among Equals”(Fig. 10)

I also ran into a man when we got in there who, after I introduced myself, told me that he was the Principal of the School.  During a short chat with him, he told me that he was an ex-student of CKC; that he did his higher school certificate studies there.   Then I commented on the inscription I saw. I told him that it may have been borrowed from CKC and modified; that ours is in Latin and is: “Primus inter pares” meaning “First among equals”. I got his permission to look around the campus. [Since Latin is a dead language and people do not usually understand an expression in it except one tells them, I suggest that from now on, any time we have to use this dictum where others outside us will see it or read it, we include the meaning in English and in parenthesis to be more identified with it and possibly put up a sign on CKC campus such as the one in DGMS]. QRC with red brick buildings like DMGS, was not as bad as I expected. But the gate needs a face lift.  I had the opportunity of going to Calabar, Cross River State, in July of 2008 for the Science and Technology conference, which took place there.   I seized the opportunity to go and see St. Patrick’s College (SPC).   What I saw at SPC was hard to believe.  While the old gate is still there but worn with age, several of the buildings were in total dis-repair, and several pathways in the inside of the campus were overgrown with grass. The whole campus looked unkempt. CKC campus that I saw in November 2008 was much better than what I saw in May 2004! In 2004, I said that it lacked luster. In 2008, I say that it glows to some extent with the future looking brighter (especially since the College has reverted to the Catholic Mission’s ownership – thanks for Governor Peter Obi, a CKC Old Boy). Without fear of contradiction, in overall assessment, CKC was much better than DMGS and SPC at the time I saw the institutions, in terms of physical plant and environmental outlook.  
Conclusion
The CKC, Onitsha 75th Anniversary Celebration was a memorable occasion for me. I was not opportune to attend the Golden Jubilee (50th Anniversary) Celebration, but I made up for this during this Diamond Jubilee Celebration!  
I am very grateful to CKC –AAA members for making me an official and head delegate (along with other colleagues) to represent the members at this one time auspicious occasion. ”(Fig. 11) For those of you who will be around during the Centenary (100th Anniversary) Celebration, I admonish that you do not fail to go and be part of the action.  What transpired at the celebration has left an indelible mark in my memory. CKC, memories have been made of thee.  

It is exhilarating to find that CKC-AAA members have, at this point in time, left some landmarks at our alma mater, the institution of our up-bringing. But this is not enough. It is yet too early for us to rest on our oars.  We are however, on our way to leaving footprints on the sands of time.  The game’s afoot and the beat goes on!  

As I reflect on what I saw, I dream dreams of what will be.  I dream that someday the front of the College and the pathways to various buildings will be paved or tarred;  that food will be cooked for the students with electric or gas stoves rather than fire wood; that the dormitories in which the students live will be refurbished and will have more presentable and sturdy beds; that the laboratories( Physics lab, Biology lab, Chemistry lab) will be better equipped so that the students can perform the required  experiments to make the study of these natural sciences more kinesthetic and comprehensible;  that the library will be filled with books and  computers with internet facilities.  (It is most disturbing that the books that I shipped for the library are still lying waste at the port in Port Harcourt since January, 2006 because of bureaucracy, insipid or nonchalant attitude of some of the people in authority).   
My beloved CKC, may you recover your fame of yesteryears (through the instrumentality of CKC–AAA, among others, or the volunteerism of some capable individuals or groups single-handedly carrying out any of the enumerated projects, erect some buildings as was done by some CKC Old Boys Branches like Lagos and Enugu or refurbish some buildings as was done by some individuals including my humble self (Fig. 12). And may the fame last forever. [TAG]
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